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INITIATIVE MEASURE TITLE AND SUMMARY 

PREPARED BY CITY ATTORNEY 

PURSUANT TO ELECTIONS CODE SECTION 9203 

Title: 

An Ordinance Creating an Overlay Zoning District and Requiring Voter Approval of Major 

Development Projects 

Summary: 

This initiative, if adopted by a majority of the Laguna Beach electorate voting on the matter, and 

if subsequently certified by the California Coastal Commission as a Local Coastal Program 

Amendment, would amend the Laguna Beach Municipal Code to create a “Beautiful Laguna 

Overlay Zoning District” designation (Overlay District). 

The proposed Overlay District covers all property in the City located within 750 feet of the 

centerline of either State Route 1 (Coast Highway) or State Route 133 (Laguna Canyon 

Road/Broadway). 

The initiative would establish special requirements for any “Major Development Project” within 

the Overlay District.  A “Major Development Project” is defined to mean improvements or 
changes to improvements on a property, including change of use, that significantly increase 
density, traffic, or intensity of use by having one or more of the following effects:

1) Exceeds 22,000 square feet of total gross floor area;

2) Worsens traffic by causing 200 or more additional “Average Daily Trips” (as is further 
defined);

3) Worsens parking by providing fewer than the “Reasonably Necessary Number of Parking 
Spaces” (as is further defined);

4) Exceeds the height standards in the Overlay District;

5) Combines two or more contiguous lots to create a single parcel exceeding 7,500 square 
feet of lot area, or exceeding 6,000 square feet of lot area within the Downtown Specific 
Plan, with exceptions; or

6) Causes a “Cumulative Effect,” defined as when considered together with other

“Cumulative Properties” (as is further defined) will cause more than 800 “Average Daily 
Trips” or the construction of more than 88,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

The initiative would require every “Major Development Project” within the Overlay District to 

be submitted to the voters for approval at either a regular or a special election after the City 

Council has first approved a zone change for the purpose of removing the subject property from 

the requirements of the Overlay District.  The City Council’s approval must include a finding 

that the benefits of the “Major Development Project” to the City outweigh the protections of the 

Overlay District.  A description of the scope and main features of the project would need to be 

included in the sample ballot materials provided to the voters. 
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Properties within the Overlay District would retain their underlying zone designation and any 

development of those properties would be required to meet specified new standards – including 

maximum standards for density, development intensity, development size, parking, and height – 

in addition to meeting the development standards of the underlying zone. 

The requirements of the Overlay District would not apply to the following:  single-family 

residential projects; exclusively residential projects of nine or fewer units; 100% affordable 

housing projects; public or private schools; hospitals; museums; houses of worship; the in-kind 

repair, replacement, restoration or reconstruction of existing buildings damaged by a disaster; 

projects approved before the effective date of the initiative if a vested right to complete the 

project has been acquired; or a “Minor Modification to a Major Development Project” (as is 

further defined). 

 

 

 

Dated:  July 28, 2021          

      Philip D. Kohn, City Attorney 














































	INITIATIVE MEASURE TITLE AND SUMMARY (Version 2)(corrected 7-30-21)(1677.._.pdf
	LBF Ballot Initiative.pdf

