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ARTS COMMISSION 

Monday, March 13, 2023 
Council Chambers 

505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
5:00 P.M. 

 

-   A G E N D A – 
1) Call to Order 
 

2) Approval of Minutes  
 

3) Chair's Announcements (Wood)  
 

4) Commissioner, Council and Staff Communications  
 
 

5) Public Communications - To assist the Arts Commission in the timely completion of its business, speakers 
are asked to limit their presentation to three minutes or less.  

 

6)      Items for Discussion and Action: 
   

A. 311 Ocean Avenue (Peppertree Parking Lot) Temporary Mural Installation – Discuss and approve the 
installation of the mural “Beneath the Waves” by Sonny Behan by the PangeaSeed Foundation.  
(Commissioner: Ballard; Staff: Poeschl) 

 
B. 2023 Banner Competition – Discuss and select designs for the annual temporary banner exhibition. 

(Staff: Bichler) 
 

C. 2023 Mini Banner Competition - Discuss and select designs for temporary banner exhibition. (Staff: 
McGregor) 

 

7) Adjournment 
 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or accommodation to 

participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, may request such modification or accommodation from the Arts Manager at 

949-497-0722 or email art@lagunabeachcity.net. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 

arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting. 

cc: City Manager  
City Clerk 
Council Liaison Mayor Kempf 
Director Transit and Community Services 

 
Post through March 14, 2023 
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LAGUNA BEACH ARTS COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Council Chambers 
505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Recap of Minutes 
PRESENT: Commissioners: Donna Ballard, Suzi Chauvel, Michael Ervin, Laura Ford, Pat Kollenda, and Karen Wood. 
 Council:  Mayor Pro-Tem Sue Kempf 

Staff: Sian Poeschl, Cultural Arts Manager, Michael McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator, and 
Jamie Bichler, Public Art Coordinator. 

Absent:  Commissioner: Adam Schwerner 
 

1) Karen Wood called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2) Minutes of the February 13, 2023, meeting were approved as presented. M/S Kollenda/Ballard. 

 
3) Chair’s Announcements: Karen Wood  

 
4) Commissioner and Staff Communications: Suzi Chauvel noted the Patriots’ Day Parade would take place on March 

4, 2023. Staff Bichler noted the temporary sculpture “Polymery” by artist Taylor Dean Harrison would be installed 

at City Hall lawn and the public was invited to the dedication on March 15, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. Staff Bichler noted 

the Cultural Arts Department was producing a promotional and instructional video for the Banner Competition 

program. Staff McGregor noted live music performances at the Promenade on Forest would resume on March 3, 

2023. Staff McGregor noted the first-floor hallways of City Hall would be painted in preparation for the Art That’s 

Small at City Hall exhibit installation on March 11, 2023. Staff Poeschl noted the mural at the Pepper Tree parking 

lot would be removed to make way for the “Sea Walls – Artists for Oceans” project, “Streamline Bench” by Gavin 

Heath and Larry Gill would be relocated to Ocean Avenue and Beach Street, and Temporary Use Permit 

applications were being submitted to approve locations for new temporary artworks. 

 

5) Cultural Arts Funding Grants: Mike Tabuer presented on behalf of LOCA Arts Education and Karyn Phillippsen 
presented on behalf of Laguna Beach Sister Cities regarding how grant funds were spent. 
 

6) Public Communications:  None. 
 

7) Items for Discussion and Action: 
 

A) Palette Deaccession – Staff Bichler noted the subcommittee had reviewed the condition of the palette collection. 
Staff noted the City’s deaccession process and that removed palettes would be offered back to their original 
artists or direct family members. A motion was made to deaccess and remove palettes by the following artists 
from the temporary collection: Therese Conte (2015), Shannon Sybirski (2014), Lynn Kubasek (2003), Keith 
Swecker (2002), Erika Lemmon (1999), CJ David (1997), Coleen Corbett (1996), Kathleen Hilton (1996), Ginger 
Pena (1996), Jan Sattler (1996), Lolita Williams (1996), Judy Hohl (1995), Rosemary Watson (1995), Antonio 
Arellanes (1991), Deloma Davis (1991), Liz Goclowski (1991), Frank Interlandi (1991), B. J. Samardzich (1991),  
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Edmund Ashby (1988), Lucille Martin (1988), Jack Dudley (1987), Mary Hurlbut (1987), Chris Gwaltney (1985), 
Michael Slaught (1985), Ken Merrill (1984), Joyce Reardon (1984), Chris Stevens (1984), Marlo Bartels (1982), 
Helen Brisgaloff (1982), V Ushanoff (1982), Andy Wing (1982). M/S Kollenda/Ballard. Yeas: Ballard, Chauvel, Ervin, 
Ford, Kollenda, Wood. Noes: None. 

 
B) Artist Occupancy Permit Review Process – Staff Poeschl noted that the Artist Review Panel members requested 

the review process be discussed by the Commission and amendments be made to streamline the process. Staff 
provided recommended revisions and noted the process for amending the Municipal Code. Staff noted more 
research would be required to recommend removal of the entire section from the Municipal Code. 

 
8) Adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

 
cc:       City Manager, City Clerk, Mayor Pro-Tem Kempf, Director of Transit and Community Services 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: September 30. 2022 
 

TO: Arts Commission 
 

FROM: Siân Poeschl, Arts Manager 
 

SUBJECT: 311 Ocean Avenue (Peppertree Parking Lot) Temporary Mural Installation (Item 7A) 
 

 

Overview 

An application has been received from the non-profit organization PangeaSeed Foundation to install a temporary mural 

by Sonny Bahan as part of its “Sea Walls: Artists for Oceans” project. The PangeaSeed Foundations mission is through 

culture and environmentalism to further the conversation of protecting our oceans. The mural would be installed on 

private property at 311 Ocean Avenue, over-looking the public use Peppertree Parking lot.  The mural will replace an 

existing mural facilitated through Community Art Project which has been on exhibit for 22 years.  

 

Summary of the Matter 

Titled “Beneath the Waves” the mural will measure approximately 90’ in length by 12’ in height. The mural imagery 
depicts the Pacific Sea Nettle, a species of Jellyfish native to Southern California. The imagery sees the Sea Nettle 
transform from an invertebrate to a plastic bag, plastic being one of the greatest threats to the ocean’s health and 
biodiversity. The intent of the imagery is to encourage and celebrate the importance of protecting our valuable marine 
resources for future generations to enjoy.  
 
The mural will be painted directly onto the wall with premium exterior acrylic paint finished with an anti-graffiti sealant. 
All necessary maintenance will be undertaken by the PangeaSeed Foundation, who has entered a contract with the 
property owner. The temporary mural would have an exhibition expectancy of two years, and if in good condition, may be 
extended with approval of the Arts Commission. 
 
The property owner and Community Art Project have agreed to the removal of the existing mural by Yuri Kuznetsov. The 
mural removal will be facilitated by the Cultural Arts Department, funded through a private donation, and stored at the 
Corporate Yard until alternative arrangements can be made. 
 
Recommended Action 
The Public Art Sub-committee, consisting of Donna Ballard, Suzi Chauvel and Adam Schwerner is recommending the Arts 
Commission: 1) approved the removal of the existing mural by Yuri Kuznetsov, (Community Art Project) facilitated by the 
Cultural Arts Department; 2) approve the mural “Beneath the Waves” by Sonny Bahan as described for a period of up to 
two years, or based on condition which may be extended with approval of the Arts Commission; and 3) direct staff to 
work with PangeaSeed Foundation to facilitate the installation of the mural with all necessary City departments.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Attachments: Application and Organizational Overview 
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Required Materials 

Professional artist resume (maximum two pages) 
● See attached 

 
Artwork title: 

● “Beneath the Waves” 
 

Artist statement regarding the proposed work not to exceed one page. 

● Please see pages 4, 5, and 6 of the “PangeaSeed Foundation Beneath the Waves” deck attached 
 

Three photographs of previous related artwork in all proposed media: 
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Drawings with identified scale  
● Please see page 3 of the “PangeaSeed Foundation Beneath the Waves” deck attached 

 
Detail drawings 

● Please see pages 5 and 6 of the “PangeaSeed Foundation Beneath the Waves” deck attached 

        
Installation drawings 

● Please see pages 7, 8, and 9 of the “PangeaSeed Foundation Beneath the Waves” deck attached 
        

Lighting plan 
● N/A 

        

List of proposed materials to be used in construction 
● Premium exterior acrylic paint 

● Anti-graffiti sealant 
        

Actual samples of surface materials 

● N/A 
        

Description of maintenance requirements 
● There will be no ongoing maintenance required. The finished mural will be coated with an anti-graffiti sealant. 

Should the need arise for graffiti or damage abatement, please contact PangeaSeed Foundation. 
      

11” x 17” color photo/rendering showing artwork installation  

Please see pages 7, 8, and 9 of the “PangeaSeed Foundation Beneath the Waves” deck attached 
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City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

To:    Arts Commission 

From:    Jamie Bichler, Public Art Coordinator 

Agenda Item:   B 

Title:    2023 Banner Competition 

Location:   Laguna Beach, CA  

 

Overview  

The City of Laguna Beach’s 2023 full-size (4’ x 16’) Banner Competition was open to Orange County residents ages 18 and 

older. The winning banners are displayed on lampposts throughout the City during the summer season. Submissions were 

accepted via email and physical drop-off. The deadline to submit entries was March 6, 2023.  

Summary of the Matter  

The Arts Commission received 39 design submissions. The proposed designs can be viewed at:  

https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=14462&t=638137821342772806 

The Arts Commission has materials and budget for the selection of up to four (4) designs with artists receiving an 

honorarium of $4,000.  Selected works should be high quality and original designs. Commission may decide not to select 

any submissions. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Arts Commission review and select up to four (4) design winners with input from the Banner 

Competition sub-committee and Youth Art Advisory.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=14462&t=638137821342772806
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City of Laguna Beach 

Cultural Arts Department 

Staff Report 

To:    Arts Commission 

From:    Mike McGregor, Arts Program Coordinator 

Agenda Item:   C 

Title:    2023 Mini-Banner Competition 

Location:   Laguna Beach, CA  

 

Overview  

The City of Laguna Beach’s 2023 mini-banner (2’ x 6’) Competition was open to Orange County residents ages 18 and 

older. The winning banners are displayed on lampposts outside City Hall, Downtown posts and the Laguna Beach 

Recreation and Community Center.  Submissions were accepted via email and physical drop-off. The deadline to submit 

entries was March 6, 2023.  

Summary of the Matter  

The Arts Commission received 13 design submissions. The proposed designs can be viewed at:  

https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=14464&t=638137821346991543 

The Arts Commission has materials and budget for the selection of up to eight (8) designs with artists receiving an 

honorarium of $800. Selected works should be high quality and original designs. The Commission may decide not to select 

any submissions.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Arts Commission review and select up to eight (8) design winners with input from the Banner 

Competition sub-committee and Youth Art Advisory. 

 

https://www.lagunabeachcity.net/home/showdocument?id=14464&t=638137821346991543

